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SHPD ExCEL Best Practices Tip Sheet

Academic Alignment & Literacy Integration

     What does a site with Exemplary Academic Alignment & Integrated Literacy look like?

Staff who…..

· Encourage students to participate orally using rich language (“No one - Word Answers” to questions! For ex: Staff: “What did you think of the movie?” Student: “Cool”- [Ask for more info!!] Staff follow up with: “What was cool about it??”);

· Encourage students to search for information in dictionaries, research books, internet, etc.;

· Read aloud to their students and involve students in the books (For ex: through Kidzlit type activities, like role- playing, art extension activities, etc.);

· Post written directions for students to read, Questions of the Day, Daily Trivia, Lists of Alternate Activities, “I’m Done” activities;

· Encourage students to write “opinion pieces” after activities or special events;

· Promote letter writing i.e. write to pen pals at other after school programs, thank you letters for guests/volunteers, celebrities, president, teacher, relative, etc.);

· Ask students to write written plans for center activities or projects and put requests for materials in writing;

· Encourage group participation in critiques/discussions
Students who…..

· Utilize time after homework to do projects, read, play language arts games;

· Read recipes or directions to projects;

· Participate in group discussions or reflect /critique on activities, concerts, movies,etc…

· Interview each other and staff for newsletters; 

· Read in their free time;

· Read aloud completed stories to their peers

Program Structure that….

· Prioritizes academic components and encourages teachers to participate in  the the program;

· Regularly incorporates writing activities (For ex: journal writing, script writing in movie making, newsletter articles); 

· Offers many different opportunities for students to read and write in a variety of capacities (For ex: cooking classes where students read recipes, write down shopping lists, research countries of recipes’s origin, students eat out at restaurants and write reviews, etc.);

· Has students read announcements to group;

· Publishes a newsletter that is organized, written, and published by youth;

· Provides centers or activities that are literacy based;

· Integrates Literacy into all periods, enrichment classes, community time, P.E., etc.;

· Provides opportunity for 1 to 1 reading, small reading groups, tutoring

Physical Environment that….

· Is Print Rich,(i.e., Word Walls, furniture, clubs, areas/ centers are clearly labeled); 

· Has a Library or quiet reading area with a wide assortment of reading material (magazines, comic books, chapter books, picture books, etc.);

· Has monthly theme bulletin boards;

· Provides access to writing materials and student friendly writing prompts to choose from;

· Showcases excellent literacy projects on a bulletin board or other public space

Some Suggested Web Sites: 

· http://www.internet4classrooms.com/k12links.htm- AMAZING site with thousands of links to all sorts of terrific (and reviewed sites) K- 12, all curricular areas

· www.terc.edu/index.cfm - Math and Science Learning-as well as good links!

· www.enc.org  ENC Online is a K-12 math and science teacher center.

· www.teachervision.com- lesson plans and other resources

· www.infoplease.com -  homework help & research

· www.quia.com -Create activities, quizzes, games, Web pages, surveys, and more!

· www.lacue.org/handouts/ Melanie%20Natal-Lewis/Web%20Quests.ppt-  Web quests for elementary students

· http://sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/math.htm  web quests & resources for teachers

· www.netrox.net/~labush/Stulinks.htm - Links to many different sites for kids!

· www.funbrain.com  -Online Math games-good site!

· www.playkidsgames.com - more games on line

· http://kids.discovery.com/ - discovery channel site for kids-it’s good!

· www.kidsdomain.com- all kinds of stuff for kids and teachers 

· http://school.discovery.com- lesson plans, links, etc.-great resource

· www.harcourtschool.com

· www.lessonplanet.com -Teacher resources, including lesson plans, Teacher Tools, maps, & more!

Resources:

· Children’s Book Council (free books in San Francisco)

· “Everything You Need to Know About [Math, English, History, Science] Homework, grades 4-6” – A very helpful series to help tutors who struggle with homework help.

· Scholastic.com-Check out the teacher store at this website to find hundreds of terrific resources from homework help to ELL learners!
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