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OVERVIEW
SB1895/AB3632 REFERRAL & ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Who is Eligible?
Mental health services are available to any special education eligible student (with an active IEP) who is determined to need mental health assistance in order to access his/her education.  There is no cost to parents for mental health assessment and services written into the student’s IEP.  
Who Should be Referred?

Students eligible for SB1895/AB3632 mental health services generally have these characteristics:
· Emotional/behavior symptoms that adversely affect the student’s educational performance 
· Symptoms that cannot be defined solely as a behavior disorder or a temporary adjustment problem that may be resolved with short-term counseling
· The student’s level of functioning (including cognitive) is at a level sufficient to enable them to benefit from mental health services
How is a Referral Made? 
The SB1895/AB3632 Referral Form is designed to reflect the policy requirements of both SB1895 and AB3632 and to provide SFUSD Student Intervention Team and CBHS-CYF AB3632 Unit with the information needed to determine whether a mental health assessment of the student is indicated.  
This referral form replaces all previous SB1895/AB3632 referral forms, and is the only form that will be accepted to begin the SB1895/AB3632 process.  This referral form is the only form used to determine eligibility for SB1895 and/or AB3632. There is no separate referral form for AB3632 services. 
The entire referral form must be filled out completely and carefully.  An SB1895/AB3632 assessment can only be provided if the documents that make up the SB1895/AB3632 Referral Packet support the need for it.  All referrals for SB1895/AB3632 services must be sent to the Student Intervention Team of SFUSD.  The Student Intervention Team makes referrals to the AB3632 Unit when deemed clinically appropriate.  School sites/staff should not send referrals directly to the AB3632 Unit.  Any referrals sent directly to the AB3632 Unit, without screening by the Student Intervention Team, will be returned to the Student Intervention Team for processing, thus delaying potentially critical services.
What Documents are Required?

For a referral to be accepted for review, all items listed below must be included:
· Written response to each question contained within SB1895/AB3632 Referral Form (pages 1-4, use current SY form) 
Note: Please use black ink or type (if you are using electronic version). Referrals written in pencil or other colored pens will not be accepted.

· Student’s most recent annual IEP, and any relevant addendums.

· Student’s most recent Psycho-Educational/Speech Language Report (or documentation supporting student’s eligibility for special education services).

· Other relevant information that may support the need for service (e.g., documentation of response to Behavior Support Plan, recent report cards, etc.)

· Signatures of Principal/Administrator, Special Education Teacher, School Psychologist, LSP/Grade Counselor 
Note: Referrals missing signatures will be returned to school site for completion.
Where is the Completed Referral Packet Sent? 
Return the entire referral packet via SFUSD interoffice mail to:
Student Intervention Team 
20 Cook Street
San Francisco, CA  94118

SB1895/AB3632 REFERRAL & ASSESSMENT

 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
	1. What does the Student Intervention Team do?

2. What is the difference between SB1895 and AB3632?

3. What is the difference between a SB1895 referral and an AB3632 referral?

4. What do I need to include in the referral?

5. How is it decided that a student will receive SB1895 (school based) services vs. AB3632 (clinic based) services?

6. Where to I send a referral?


1.  What does the Student Intervention Team do?

The Student Intervention Team (SIT) is a team of mental health professionals with extensive work experience in the District.

The Student Intervention Team:
· Receives all referrals for mental health services for students with special education eligibility under SB1895/AB3632

· Reviews all referrals and makes clinical treatment recommendations for referred students

· Oversees the delivery of school based services for students under SB1895

· Makes all referrals for AB3632 mental health services when deemed clinically appropriate
The Student Intervention Team also recruits, trains, and supervises approximately 50 graduate level clinical interns enrolled in accredited university programs in social work, counseling, and psychology throughout the Bay Area.  Students eligible for SB1895 services may receive therapeutic support services delivered by a clinical intern assigned to their case under the clinical supervision of one of the Student Intervention Team’s Clinical Supervisors.
In delivering SB1895 services, it is the goal of the Student Intervention Team to increase each school’s capacity to respond to the mental health needs of students in special education through school-based interventions.  By carefully assessing need, available resources at school sites and creating intervention plans to address those needs at school sites, the Student Intervention Team strives to utilize existing recourses and coordinate appropriate services on school sites in a comprehensive manner.

2. What is the difference between SB1895 and AB3632?

SB1895
SB1895 (2004) requires California school districts to provide and document school-based intervention efforts before referring eligible students for clinical treatment services through AB3632.  Referred students must have an active IEP and show emotional/behavioral difficulties that impede their ability to reach academic goals.  

SB1895 services are delivered at the school site, and may include the following services:  individual and group counseling, behavior support services, case management and referral services, and consultation to teachers and staff.  The emphasis of SB1895 services is to determine the most appropriate intervention to create positive change in the student’s academic program.  Every effort is made to utilize available resources at the school site, to provide appropriate services within the student’s classroom, and to reduce the use of more restrictive interventions.  

AB3632 
AB3632 (1984) established an interagency service delivery model designed to provide mental health services for students in special education.  AB3632 required California’s community mental health agencies to provide mental health services to help students in special education fulfill the academic objectives of their Individualized Education Plans (IEP).  

AB3632 services generally include individual and family counseling, case management, and medication support services.  Group counseling services are available depending on the individual clinic’s program.  AB3632 services are largely available at community mental health clinics around San Francisco, and require family participation in service delivery.

3. What is the difference between a SB1895 referral and an AB3632 referral?

There is one referral form for SB1895 and AB3632 services.  If a student’s level of need is deemed appropriate for AB3632 services, the Student Intervention Team will forward the referral to the AB3632 Unit of San Francisco Community Behavioral Health Services.  There is no separate referral form for AB3632 services.
4. What do I need to include in the referral?

A complete SB1895/AB3632 referral includes: 
· SFUSD/SIT four-page referral form.  To be considered valid, the referral form must: 
· contain all necessary signatures; unsigned or incompletely signed referrals will be returned.

· contain responses to all referral questions; incomplete forms will be returned.

· be completed on current year’s referral form; outdated forms will be returned. 
· A copy of the student’s most recent annual IEP with signed copy of signature page
· Any addendum IEP’s since the last annual IEP
· A copy of the student’s psycho-educational or speech and language evaluation (or similar documentation supporting student’s eligibility for special education services)

· Any other supporting documentation (e.g., report cards, discipline records, SST notes, etc.) that would support effective intervention and treatment planning.
5. How is it determined that a student will receive SB1895 (school based) services vs. AB3632 (clinic/agency based) services?

The Student Intervention Team, comprised of licensed mental health professionals, reviews all referrals for SB1895/AB3632. In close collaboration and consultation with school staff, the Student Intervention Team makes a determination of the level or type of service based on what is clinically indicated, and initiates referrals to the AB3632 Unit when deemed clinically appropriate. 
6. Where do I send a completed referral?

The entire referral packet should be returned via SFUSD interoffice mail to:

Student Intervention Team
20 Cook Street
San Francisco, CA  94118
Do not send student referrals to:

· Special Education

· Screening and Assessment

· AB3632 Unit 
Any referrals sent directly to the AB3632 Unit will be returned to the Student Intervention Team for processing, thus delaying potentially critical services.

Please feel free to contact the Student Intervention Team with any questions regarding these procedures. 
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