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[First Name, Last Name, Title]

[School Name]

[School Address]

San Francisco, CA [Zip]

[First Name, Last Name]

[Business Name]

[Address]

[City, CA Zip]

[date]

Dear [First Name], 
I am pleased to invite you to join us in implementing a unique program at [School Name].  Mentoring for Success is a student mentor program that promotes academic success. The program provides a one-to-one mentor for struggling students, and monthly activities for all mentors and mentees. With school employees and community volunteers spending one hour per week with a child we are helping students to improve their attendance, academics, and attitude towards school. Not only does the program benefit our students, but keeping these youth engaged in school also improves our community.

Research shows that School-based Mentoring programs

· Reduce school absences

· Improve overall academic performance

· Increase college participation

· Improve attitudes and behavior in relation to school

· Reduce drug and alcohol use (especially among minority youth)

· Reduce likelihood of hitting others

· Reduce likelihood of committing misdemeanors or felonies

· Enhance positive attitude toward elders and toward helping

· Improve parental relationships and support from peers

Mentoring For Success is making a difference in San Francisco Schools
In 2009, less than one third of San Francisco secondary school students scored high on supportive school environmental factors such as caring adult relationships and opportunities for meaningful participation. The goal of Mentoring For Success is to provide support and opportunities within school environments to enhance student success. Below is a summary of what we’ve found.
Improved success in school

· 40% of students improved their academic performance

· 86% said that their mentor helps them do better in school






 “I am doing better in school because of my mentor.”

Improved Attendance

· 48% of students decreased their number of unexcused absences





“It feels safe, and it is nice to have someone to have fun with.”

Dedicated Relationships 

· 77% of matches were sustained for a full 12 months

· 85% expressed that they like to meet with their mentor





“They are dependable and can help you with school work.”

Connection to a Caring Adult 
Compared to 7th grader reports on 2009 California Healthy Kids Survey, the middle school Mentoring For Success results are very positive. Students in our program experienced an increase in the level of support from a caring adult at school.  
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It is remarkable how contributing something seemingly small like an hour of one’s time, when combined with a community effort, can make such a big difference in a child’s life.  I encourage you to join us in making a difference in childrens’ lives in our community.  

Currently we are in need of your support to make our event reflect the respect and support that our students deserve.  It would be fantastic if you joined us in helping our students thrive by making a contribution.

Please refer to the attached budget and activity description to see a summary of the proposal. I will contact you within the week to follow up this request and discuss your participation.  Thank you very much for your consideration.

Best Regards,

[First Name, Last Name, Title]

[phone and/or email address]
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