MENTORING FOR SUCCESS
MENTOR-STUDENT  ACTIVITY
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MENTORING FOR SUCCESS
ACTIVITY IDEAS  

· Homework assistance or regular help with a challenging subject for the student

· If attendance is an issue, brainstorm strategies to improve attendance and monitor the results; if needed, make adjustments together

· Visit student in a class to check in and provide support

· Help student organize his/her backpack, desk and/or cubby, homework planner or organizer
· Student journal (may include writing, drawings, photos, stickers, goals/plans, etc.)
· Art projects (drawing, making cards for family or friends, collages, life maps, etc.)

· Have breakfast or lunch (or bring in ingredients to make a healthy breakfast or lunch)

· Play games (cards, checkers, chess, puzzles, dominoes, Mancala, Legos, Jenga, etc.)

· Play outside (basketball, jump rope, play catch with a ball, Frisbee, etc.)
· Work out--bring your mentee to your gym with a guest pass
· Gardening (if no outdoor garden, get pots and soil to plant)

· Go to the library and read a book together

· Research an area of interest to the student using computer and library

· Volunteer to do “community service” together at school (put up a bulletin board about positive school behavior, read to younger students, start a “keep our school clean” campaign, etc.)

· Write a letter to a school, local, state or federal official about an issue of concern to the student and anxiously await their response

· Write a story together and include pictures/drawings (submit to student newspaper, school newsletter or PTA)

· Photography (give student a disposable camera to take pictures of neighborhood, family, friends, pet to use in life mapping or journal, learn to use digital camera technology, etc.)

· Discuss interesting places student would like to visit and find them on the map, send for tourist information and find web sites about the destinations, learn about the people who live there

· Hold conversations regarding topics such as: What student wants to be when they grow up, school subjects they like or don’t like and why, what extra support they may want with school work, how they can set/accomplish goals, what they’re good at and how to begin incorporating their interests/talents into their lives, even outside of school (e.g. arts, dance, sports, computers/tech, affection for animals, poetry, etc.)

· If possible, teach your student one of your favorite hobbies (e.g., jewelry making, pottery, knitting, playing a musical instrument, building model cars, etc.)

· Get involved in a school club, play, etc. to build student’s school pride and self-confidence
· Visit a college campus together
