A-G Questions:
1.  Is the new plan set in stone?  How will ELs who have low English skills fulfill a-g English?   The board policy on graduation requirements is in stone for the Class of 2014.  Except it is not clear how English Learners will be expected to meet the requirement. This question will be directed to the New HS Graduation Requirements Taskforce.  
2. Is a D passing for graduation?  Yes.  The board resolution reads that SFUSD will adopt the “establishment of the A-G Course sequence as part of the high school graduation requirement.” Students must take the courses which meet the UC A-G course requirements, but they are not necessarily attempting to become UC/CSU eligible.  The latter would require grades of C or higher.  

3. What will happen to students who transition into a school in upper grade levels who are not a-g track at previous school?  SFUSD schools will provide students with the opportunity to take a-g courses.  Students not on track to graduate should enroll in credit recovery courses.  English Learners are encouraged to stay for an additional year.  For some 16+ year olds with few credits, an alternative high school may be advised.  Along with SFUSD alternative/continuation schools, the CCSF Transitional Studies Department is an option.

4. Will a-g courses be part of continuation school curriculum?  Continuation schools will offer courses which meet the graduation requirements.  Changes may be required so that students can meet the requirements.    

5. Students who are low performing, will they be moved to continuation schools?  No.  Every student has a unique situation, so there is no one-size-fits-all answer.  Comprehensive high schools find ways to support low-performing students.  
6. How will parents be informed about the new a-g requirements?  Each school will discuss the graduation requirements with the incoming class of 2014 and beyond, and additional outreach to eighth grade parents is being done and will continue.  
7. Will courses that do not fulfill a-g be cut? No.  The board resolution reads that SFUSD will adopt the “establishment of the A-G Course sequence as part of the high school graduation requirement.” 
8. How will SFUSD provide credit recovery for D & Fs with budget cuts?  Good question.  The New HS Graduation Requirements Taskforce is discussing this.  Every site must make its own budgeting decisions with the School Site Council.  Schools may allocate funds toward credit recovery, using the part of the Weighted Student Formula funds designated for at-risk/Educationally Disadvantaged Youth/low-SES students.  If schools receive EIA-SCE funds, these may also be used for credit recovery.  These funds should be used for students with CST scores below basic and far below basic, who are not on-track to graduate.

9. English labs and some other support classes for ELs that are not  a-g, will these be cut?  No.  The board resolution reads that SFUSD will adopt the “establishment of the A-G Course sequence as part of the high school graduation requirement.”  Again, every site must make its own budgeting decisions with the School Site Council.  Schools may use funds toward courses for ELs, using the part of the Weighted Student Formula funds for English Learners. EIA-LEP funds could also be used for these purposes.  Note:  Neither of these funds should be used for students who are not English Learners.
10. What more exists for ensuring elective options are accepted as a-g?  Each school is responsible for ensuring that its courses are added to the official a-g list through the Doorways website (http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/).  If your school offers a course, elective or otherwise, it is crucial to confirm that the course is on the a-g list.  The school must also ensure that courses not being offered are dropped.  When students continue a subject beyond the required courses, these additional courses may meet the UC “g” elective requirement.
11. Should students take 9th grade integrated science if it doesn’t meet the UC “d” requirement/ college preparatory class? It depends.  There are a few issues here: 
1. Most students are not taking 9th grade integrated science but are taking Earth Science (though BOTH are offered and neither are UC “d”)
2.  While not UC “d” approved, Earth Science represents 1/4 of the CA State Standards, which is the charge of 9-12 science teachers (the other areas are, not surprisingly, Biology, Chemistry and Physics).
3.  Many schools offer UC “d” courses in 9th grade including Conceptual Physics and Biology.  

4.  To simply say that students should take a UC “d” science in 9th grade, as many schools do, may seem the best way to provide all students the opportunity to get into a UC.  
5.  Data Director is being used to help us identify how students are doing with different 9th grade science courses.  For example, if students in 9th grade Biology fail miserably and don't pursue higher level sciences (APs or Physics or Chemistry), while students from 9th grade Earth Sciences are succeeding and pursuing higher level sciences, shouldn't we support the students in Earth Sciences?
Needless to say, there is no easy answer here.  However, the taskforce is working on addressing these issues.  
EL Questions:
1. How are schools going to address the needs of low level ELs with Newcomer HS closing?  On-site translation support? Parent liaison?  Five comprehensive high schools are proposed to expand, strengthen and formalize Newcomer Pathways.  In addition, SF International serves newcomer ELs and other ELs who have been in the US for 3 years or less.  The district will support the five schools to address the needs of newcomers from orientation, translation, courses, counseling, support services, etc.  

2. How many EL students end up in Special Ed because they were not supported?  With the New Lau Action Plan, SFUSD is examining concerns related to students who are EL and receive Special Education services. 
3. Do ELD classes such as reading and language development count toward graduation?  Or does only the highest level count as with current a-g?  How will low level ELs graduate? It is not yet clear how English Learners will be expected to meet the requirement.  For UC eligibility, only one year of either 5/6 or 7/8 will count.  
4. How is the district going to be able to fund, support and provide a bilingual individual to support ELD/Newcomers on-site at each school?  The district is looking at supporting newcomer ELs from a very comprehensive point of view, which includes primary language support.  The majority of the bilingual staff across the district speak Spanish or Cantonese.  The same is true for students.  However, there are many students who speak a low-frequency language.  
5. What if ELs do not want to take mainstream .6 classes and instead want to stay back where they will earn higher grades?  Students who are reasonably fluent, including long-term ELs (6 years or more of schooling in English), are expected to take SDAIE classes (.6) intentionally mixed with non-ELs. Students who are less than reasonably fluent are expected to take sheltered instruction classes (.8).   It is important to make EL course placement policies clear to students, parents, teachers and the community.  
College Questions
1. What collaboration is SFUSD having with local colleges regarding how to ensure that students are truly prepared to take college level English/Math courses vs. being placed in remedial courses?  We are beginning the conversation with CCSF around course alignment in English and Math to specifically address the high level of students needing remediation.   Additionally, we’re working with CSU around better preparing students for the Early Assessment Program (EAP), with the goal of increasing the number of students testing into college level English and Math.  Specifically, we are working on ensuring that all students that pass the EAP math “conditionally” are taking a 12th grade math class so that they avoid remediation in college level math.  We are also exploring professional development opportunities teachers for an Expository Reading and Writing Composition course, which prepares students to be college-ready in English.  
2. How are college level placement test comparable to CST/CAHSEE at the High School level to ensure students are being assessed properly when they transition from H.S. to College? 
The Early Assessment Program, which is a college level placement test, is fairly comparable to the CST. As part of the 11th grade CST, students are given the Early Assessment Program (EAP) in both math (depending on which math class they are in) and in English.  The EAP measures college readiness in English and Math.  The CAHSEE is not comparable to college level placement tests because it tests students in the 10th grade.  
3. Suggestion:  H.S. Counselors need to obtain career/college training by the district in order for a college going culture to be strengthened.  Agreed.  
